The Medieval Chronicle 4 (2006) – Abstracts
Peter Ainsworth – Representing Royalty: Kings, Queens and Captains in Some Early Fifteenth-Century Manuscripts of Froissart’s Chroniques
A group of hitherto little studied early fifteenth-century manuscripts of Froissart’s Chronicles produced in Paris c. 1408-1413 were copied and decorated by scribes and illuminators working in alternating teams. Presenting almost identical texts, their respective programmes of illumination evince fascinating contrasts. More research is needed into how these might most usefully be classified (e.g. ‘military’ versus ‘royal succession’), but preliminary analysis reveals acute differences in their portrayal of royal and noble protagonists, at a time when England and France were re-engaged in a new phase of the conflict that was to shape their future national identities. The essay starts with Stonyhurst College MS 1, whose illustrative pro​gramme seems calculated to appeal to a pro-French audience. Besançon Public Library MS 864, in contrast, whilst related in many ways to the Stonyhurst codex, exhibits a more resolutely anglocentric depiction of royal and noble protagonists. These two manuscripts are subsequently compared with BL Additional MSS 38658-38659, Toulouse, Bibliothèque du Patrimoine MS 511, and Morgan Library MS M.804 (where a sustained preoccupation with royal and aristocratic heraldry is evinced). The essay looks, finally, at the surviving iconography of BL Arundel MS 67. (MedChron 4 (2006): 1-37)

Peter Damian-Grint – Propaganda and essample in Benoît de Sainte-Maure’s Chronique des ducs de Normandie

The Chronique des ducs de Normandie of Benoît de Sainte-Maure is often seen as Angevin propaganda on behalf of the author’s patron, Henry II – particularly in Benoît’s presentation of the Norman dukes as exemplary figures. In fact, the vernacular literary traditions of the period imposed on Benoît this form of characterization, which would have been recognized by his audience as a literary topos. Through characterization in terms of the exemplum or essample, Benoît is stressing the didactic function of historiography, as a way of underlining the position of the estoire as serious, learned literature. In this way Benoît, like other vernacular historians of the period, presents himself to his audience as a scholar, a man of learning and good judgement, and his estoire as truthful, authoritative and reliable – even though it is not in Latin but the vernacular. (MedChron 4 (2006): 39-52)
Tamar S. Drukker – Historicising Sainthood: The Case of Edward the Confessor in Vernacular Narratives

The wish to canonise King Edward the Confessor resulted in numerous vitae both in Latin and in the vernacular, composed soon after his death and in the following centuries. His biography also forms part of many chronicles and historical narratives where he appears primarily for his role as the king of England. However, many of the vernacular chronicles use hagiographical material in their presentation of the king, creating a complex image of a problematic historical figure. In his conduct, Edward is the ideal Christian believer, but at times his righteousness stands in the way of good kingship. His weaknesses are justified in light of his sanctity, thus forcing the chroniclers to shift from their usual treatment of kings to a mode of writing that is based on and resembles a saint’s life, but does not follow it completely. (MedChron 4 (2006): 53-79)
Lynne Echegaray – The Missing Family: Silencing in the Crónica de don Álvaro de Luna

Gonzalo Chacón’s Crónica de don Álvaro de Luna was one of several fifteenth-century Castilian chronicles written to exalt a biographical subject. Luna was the court favorite of King Juan II and governed Castile from 1420-1453. The authors of these chronicles often had to devise special ways of avoiding or minimizing information detrimental to their respective heroes. In order to present Luna in the most favorable light, Chacón found it necessary to conceal facts about his maternal family. The biographer chose literary strategies which succeed in both omitting this family and extolling it. An examination of Chacón’s methods reveals much about his rhetorical skills. (MedChron 4 (2006): 81-89)
Miliana Kaimakamova – Turnovo – New Constantinople: The Third Rome in the Four​teenth-Century Bulgarian Translation of Constantine Manasses’ Synopsis Chronike

The aim of the present paper is to discuss the use of a Byzantine chronicle as a propagandistic tool of Bulgarian tsarist ideology in the fourteenth century. My example is the Synopsis Chronike by Constantine Manasses (c.1130-1187), translated into Bulgarian at the request of tsar Ivan Alexander (1331-1371). The original translation was lost, but two of its early copies (the Synodal copy and Cod. Vat. Slav. 2) allow me to trace the transmission of the Byzantine text into the Bulgarian chronicling tradition. Manasses’ translation acted as an author​itative source for Bulgarian historiography from the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries and exerted a powerful impact upon the recording of history in Eastern Orthodox Slavic manuscripts of the same period. There is evidence that the lost prototype of the translation was the common source for all successive Bulgarian, Serbian and Russian versions, seven of which have come down to me, while the existence of another seven, translated via an intermediate text, has been ascertained. In addition, the Bulgarian translation was quite important for Russian and Vlacho-Moldovan chronography. Finally, the existing literature on this product of the Turnovo School of learning concentrates mainly on its linguistic, literary and artistic merits, while its importance as a historical artefact has not been studied in its own right. (MedChron 4 (2006): 91-104)
Jitka Komendová – Reisen der russischen Fürsten in die Horde: der Kulturdialog in den Chroniken

The study focuses on a dialogue between the home culture and the foreign culture as presented in chronicle accounts of the journeys of Russian dukes to the Mongol Golden Horde. An intercultural dialogue can be understanding or polemical; naturally, in view of the serious menace to Russia by Mongolian raids the principle of confrontation unequivocally prevailed in the sources. The most expressive descriptions of the conflicts between the two cultures are found in Lavrenti’s Chronicle, which originated in North-eastern Russia, an area that was particularly heavily affected by the Mongol raids. Whether the duke refused or accepted Mongol overlordship was not of crucial importance for the evaluation of the relation of the two cultures. Every single case is interpreted in such a way that the home culture is shown as triumphant and more valuable than the foreign culture. All the texts aim at the justification of the authors’ own culture at a time when it seemed that this culture would be subjugated to the culture of the mighty conquerors.mighty conquerors. (MedChron 4 (2006): 105-11)
Marco Mostert – Remembering the Barbarian Past: Oral Traditions about the Distant Past in the Middle Ages

The Old English poem Deor, surviving in a tenth-century MS (Exeter Book), mentions Ermanarich, a historical king of the Ostrogoths of the fourth century. References to the same king had also been made by Ammianus Marcellinus (fourth century) and Jordanes (late sixth century), who used a (now lost) text by Cassiodore (early sixth century). These earlier references can be understood in the light of the Ostrogoths’ ethnogenesis. There is, however, no continuity of any sort between author and audience of Deor and those of Ammianus Marcellinus and Cassiodore-Jordanes. Using insights obtained through the historical and anthro​pological study of oral tradition, it is suggested that by the tenth century any story about Ermanarich fell in the category of stories that might be either ‘true’ or ‘not true’, and were not linked to identifiable social groups. For an audience of illiterates, such stories and stories dealing with the past of one’s own group fulfilled different functions. (MedChron 4 (2006): 113-25)
Christiane Raynaud – Fêtes d’armes et dévotions au XVe Siècle

In the fifteenth century tournaments, jousts and duels are still dangerous, but better organised and in a way christianised. Such events no longer appear incompatible with the common values of a Christian society, or indeed with its exalted spiritual requirements. Burgundian chroniclers and historiographers alike depict knightly festivities which take place in the environment of religious institutions. Religious themes form an integral part of the entourage, costumes and setup. Every participant has his devotional banner and identifies with it. He intensifies the religious gestures, invocations and prayers, and should be without hatred or feelings of revenge towards his opponent. He attends mass before and after the confrontations. As a victor he extends his gratitude to God, gives alms or goes on a pilgrimage. Some very devout champions even prepare to go on crusade. The festival’s organizer donates some of the props to the neighbouring church to keep alive the memory of the encounter. (MedChron 4 (2006): 127-47)
Béla Zsolt Szakács – Between Chronicle and Legend: Image Cycles of St Ladislas in Fourteenth-Century Hungarian Manuscripts

The paper analyses two image cycles representing the life and miracles of St Ladislas, king of Hungary (1077-1095). The Hungarian Angevin Legendary (c.1330) represents the saint’s life in twenty-four images. The image cycle is partially based on the written legend, but some of the scenes follow the text of the Hungarian Chronicle. The other pictorial source is the Illuminated Chronicle (Chronicon Pictum, c.1360). The chapter describing the deeds of Ladislas is illustrated with seventeen miniatures. This cycle emphasises the miraculous events more than the political acts and includes supernatural elements not described in the text. Thus, the illustrations of the chronicle and the legendary moved towards an ideal compromise between the secular and the religious character of Ladislas, creating an influential ideal, athleta patriae, an important propaganda tool for the legitimacy of the Hungarian Angevin dynasty. (MedChron 4 (2006): 149-75)
Letty ten Harkel – The Vikings and the Natives: Ethnic Identity in England and Normandy c. 1000 AD

This paper examines the role that the power politics of ninth- and tenth-century England and Normandy played in the forging of new identities. Through a detailed analysis of contemporary written sources, mainly chronicles and histories, it will show that upon their arrival the Vikings were regarded as a separate ethnic group, set apart from the native inhabitants mainly on grounds of their heathen religion. In due course, however, they assimilated with the native population, in Normandy a greater degree than in England. This paper argues that the degree to which distinct ‘ethnic’ characteristics survived is the result of the impact of the pre-existing political situations in both areas. (MedChron 4 (2006): 177-90)
Johan Weststeijn – Abbasid Caliphs and Biblical Prophets: The Use of Dreams in Tabari’s History of Prophets and Kings

On the basis of a narratological analysis of one dream from Tabari’s History of Prophet and Kings, this paper tries to explain the function of dreams in classical Arabic chronicles. According to the conventions governing these classical chronicles, storytellers were allowed to relate events, but not to explain or judge them in their own words. The occurrence of a dream was considered as such an event. However, the description of a dream, in contrast to that of other events, could contain fantastic imagery, which would be given a symbolic interpretation by the audience. The narrator could further steer this interpretation by introducing the character of a dream interpreter. Finally, dreams often contained direct or indirect references to a well known earlier event that could serve as a model with which to judge the events contemporary to the dream. It is concluded, therefore, that the incorporation of a dream in a chronicle allowed storytellers to remain within the chronicle’s conventions, while it offered them, at the same time, several possibilities for – indirect – explanation or judgement. (MedChron 4 (2006): 191-202)

Jürgen Wolf – Die Heiligenlegende als multivalente Gattung zwischen klöster​lich-dynastischer Memorialkultur, Chronistik und laikal-privater Andacht: Beobachtungen am Elisabeth​leben des Johannes Rothe

It was not long after her death that Elisabeth, Landgrave of Thuringia, became one of Europe’s most important saintly figures. In Thuringia, however, she was not just a saint, but the central player in the history of her Land. In this context, it is hardly surprising that two hundred years after her death Johannes Rothe, an Eisenach scholar who was closely connected with the House of the Thuringian Landgraves, turned his attention to the writing of a rhymed vernacular saint’s life. He intended to combine both aspects – devotion and history. The project was a success. A look at the history of its transmission and reception clearly shows the mutual dependence of historiography, dynastic memoria and devotion. A context and function dependent oscillation between memoria, historiography and lay devotion is clearly evident in the various positioning of Elisabeth narratives in the manuscripts. Genre borders are as obsolete as the old notion that verse forms=lies, prose=truth. (MedChron 4 (2006): 203-13)
Véronique Zara – Le cadre temporel des Grandes Chroniques: naissance et intégra​tion du système de datation par rapport à la naissance du Christ

Part compilation, part original work, the Grandes Chroniques trace the history of the kings of France from their legendary ‘Trojan ’ origins to the reign of Philip Augustus. The text reveals, through its piecemeal composition, the evolution of the marking of time in medieval historical writing. As the royal story unfolds, a chronology defined with respect to a single point in time – that of Christ’s birth – will progressively be woven into the story and become the norm in historical writing. Conversely, other means of marking time, such as the number of years of the king’s reign, will become less frequent. The emergence of this new universal timeline based on a fixed point with respect to which every other event can be situated facilitates the measuring of the relative distance between events and bears witness to the long and difficult quest to conquer historical time in the thirteenth-century. (MedChron 4 (2006): 215-29)
Jeffrey S. Widmayer – The Chronicle of Montpellier H119: Text, Translation and Com​mentary

(MedChron 4 (2006): 231-61)
