The Medieval Chronicle 7 (2011) – Abstracts
Julia Bolton Holloway – Romancing the Chronicle

This paper outlines the games of lie and truth that chroniclers and romance writers play in their texts, oral and scribal. It discusses as​pects of the Chronicle in the Iliad, the Odyssey, the Aeneid, the Bible, Eusebius, Bede, Beowulf, the Chanson de Roland, Brunetto Latino, Dante Alighieri, Italian Renaissance epics, Irish Annals and Bulgarian marginalia. The essay is organised, like Wace, on the Matter of France, the Matter of Rome, the Matter of Britain, and to which the Matter of Ireland and the Matter of Bulgaria are added, comparing the chronicling work of Michael Ó Cléirigh and Paisii Hilandarski using the original documents, as well as Native American and Maori oral literature. It ends with a discussion of censorship in and upon history under Henry IV and Archbishop Arundel. The conclusion discusses the hypertexting of all this material as chronicle, epic, romance, novel, in Icelandic sagas and elsewhere. (MedChron 7 (2011): 1-14)
Nicholas Evans – The Irish Chronicles and the British to Anglo-Saxon Transition in Seventh-Century Northumbria

This article examines the Irish chronicle evidence relating to late sixth- to eighth-century Northumbria and the northern Britons, in order to understand what sources they included, as well as how the Irish chronicles relate to the Welsh Annales Cambriae and Historia Brittonum, to Bede’s works and to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Through a detailed analysis of these texts, it is argued that the common Irish chronicle material was independent of these Anglo-Saxon sources, although the Clonmacnoise-group of Irish chronicles does contain later additions based on Bede’s Historia ecclesiastica. It is also proposed that the Irish chronicles do not derive from the northern British annals which formed a common source for Annales Cambriae and Historia Brittonum. Instead, they reflect a separate Northumbrian, initially British but later Anglo-Saxon, stream of recorded events reaching the ‘Iona Chronicle’; therefore, the Irish chronicles provide potential evidence for Celtic influence on the development of English chronicling. (MedChron 7 (2011): 15-43)
Sally Lamb – Evidence from Absence: Omission and Inclusion in Early Medieval Annals

The reader of any set of early medieval annals is likely to be struck not only by the topics which the author included but also by his omissions. Why did the writer of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle tell us about the profusion of snakes in Sussex in 774, but not mention the outcome of the Battle of Otford? This paper considers some of the possible methodological approaches to analysing omission as evi​dence in early medieval annals. The main focus is on eighth- and ninth-century sections of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, along with some consideration of contemporary Carolingian annals. It is argued that it is sometimes possible to appreciate the sources of information available to annalists through careful consideration of their texts. This can allow an assessment of whether the omission of apparently important information was deliberate or merely resulted from ignorance, which in turn can illuminate the underlying strategies of the text. (MedChron 7 (2011): 45-62)
Nicholas Sparks – The ‘Parker Chronicle’: Chronology Gone Awry

The object of this study is alien chronologies left in the framework of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. The paper unfolds in two parts: the first considers different modes of reckoning time used generally in the Chronicle, the second considers an important moment of dis​location peculiar to the Parker Chronicle. The second part reviews the following important questions: Does the first scribal break on folio 16 correspond with an identifiable textual break? How far may the Parker Chronicle be considered to reflect the text of its exem​plar? And to what extent can the shape of the original Chronicle text be inferred from the physical evidence presented by the Parker Chronicle? (MedChron 7 (2011): 63-84)
Thea Summerfield – Filling the Gap: Brutus in the Historia Brittonum, Anglo-Saxon Chronicle MS F, and Geoffrey of Monmouth

This article explores the way in which Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britanniae refashions the story of Brutus, a late classical legend recorded by Isidore of Seville, Bede, and the author of the Historia Brittonum. Using the latter as his source, Brutus, ‘a man who was hated by all’, was turned by Geoffrey into the glori​ous, eponymous ancestor of the inhabitants of Britain. In this way the habitation of the island when Julius Caesar arrived was explained. However, Geoffrey was not the first to use the Brutus story from the Historia Brittonum to this explanatory end; an anonymous scribe of a Canterbury manuscript of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle seems to have had the same idea, if not Geoffrey’s unprecedented literary talents. (MedChron 7 (2011): 85-100)
Alan Cooper – Walter Map on Henry I: The Creation of Eminently Useful History

Walter Map’s De nugis curialium is full of tall tales, including much that is discursive, personal, or enchanted by the supernatural. In the fifth section of the book, however, Map turns to the writing of history, and his approach changes. The supernatural is suppressed, the material is arranged more logically, and Map tries to create a real chronicle, one that would be useful to his readers. While this attempt at a serious chronicle fails, in fashioning it Map creates a portrait of King Henry I of England that was useful to him as a crit​ical commentary on life at the court of Henry’s grandson, Henry II. This flattering portrait of Henry I, concocted by Map for his own reasons, has come to colour the way modern historians read the con​temporary evidence about the reign, leading them to view Henry I in an unjustifiably positive light. (MedChron 7 (2011): 101-13)
Jane Roberts – Ældad’s Judgement: An Episode in Lahamon’s Brut
For the most part the geography of Lahamon’s Brut is inherited and already in place in Wace’s Roman de Brut. Yet, examination of the few names newly introduced by Lahamon may help us in our reading of his Brut. One episode is explored in detail: Lahamon’s treatment of the brothers Ældad and Aldolf, in which Lahamon has come under criticism for biblical inaccuracy in his handling of the story of Agag the Amalekite. Comparing parallel passages in Wace, the article argues that in this episode Lahamon purposefully ob​trudes the place-name Jerusalem, thereby tapping into resonances of the crusades. (MedChron 7 (2011): 115-35)
Helen Fulton – Troy Story: The Medieval Welsh Ystorya Dared and the Brut Tradition of British History

The Middle Welsh Ystorya Dared is a vernacular version, in prose, of the destruction of Troy. It gets its name from Dares Phrygius, the putative writer of the sixth-century Latin ‘eye-witness’ version, De Excidio Troiae Historia. Written in the early fourteenth century, Ystorya Dared pre-dates any of the four Middle English versions and appears to be based directly on the Latin text of Dares, unlike the English versions which drew on the intermediary texts of Guido delle Colonne and his predecessor Benoît de Saint-Maure. The text of Ystorya Dared appeared in the milieu of the Welsh Cistercian monasteries and is closely connected to the development of a native historiography based on the work of Geoffrey of Monmouth. This paper argues that Ystorya Dared was regarded as a chronicle rather than a fictional romance, and that it was deliberately attached to the native Welsh chronicles in order to create a continuous history of the British people from their Trojan origins to the Edwardian con​quest of Wales in 1282. (MedChron 7 (2011): 137-50)
Meredith Clermont-Ferrand – Joan of Arc and the English Chroniclers: Monstrous Presence and Problematic Absence in The Chronicle of London, The Chronicle of William of Worcester, and An English Chronicle 1377-1461
There are two notable English chronicles with entries about Joan of Arc that cover the years 1429-1431: The Chronicle of London and The Chronicle of William of Worcester. The semantic and rhetorical choices in The Chronicle of London and The Chronicle of William of Worcester portray Joan of Arc as a figure who shifts dexterously between the roles of illegitimate military captain, gender trans​gressor, and sorcer​ess. In occupying all three malefactive roles, her character provides a structural and rhetorical backdrop against which the child-king Henry VI is portrayed as a sovereign of great power and agency. In addition, Joan of Arc’s absence from An English Chronicle 1377-1461 confounds our expec​tations and tells modern readers that there were some fifteenth-century English historians that, when planning their chronicle en​tries for the years 1429-1431, thought she was unworthy of note. (MedChron 7 (2011): 151-65)
Sarah L. Peverley – Chronicling the Fortunes of Kings: John Hardyng’s use of Wal​ton’s Boethius, Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde, and Lydgate’s ‘King Henry VI’s Triumphal Entry into London’

The first version of John Hardyng’s Middle English verse Chronicle (c. 1457) draws on a fascinating array of sources to tell the story of Britain’s past. While much of the narrative draws upon earlier chronicles, such as Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Bri​tanniae and Robert Mannyng’s Chronicle, the work is occasionally indebted to more unusual sources beyond the chronicle genre, such as the French Vulgate Cycle of Arthurian romance, hagiography, and the poetry of Geoffrey Chaucer. This article addresses Har​dyng’s use of Middle English poetry – namely Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde, Walton’s translation of Boethius’ Consolation of Phi​losophy, and Lydgate’s ‘King Henry VI’s Triumphal Entry into London 21 February 1432’ – and considers how Hardyng’s poetic borrowings from contemporary authors contribute to his idio​syncratic presentation of the British past. (MedChron 7 (2011): 167-203)
Matthew Phillpott – The Compilation of a Sixteenth-Century Ecclesiastical History: The Use of Matthew Paris in John Foxe’s Acts and Monuments
Historians who defended the Elizabethan religious settlement for a Protestant England used medieval chronicles to reinterpret English ecclesiastical history. They perceived that the Catholic Church had deteriorated and fallen to the Antichrist over a period of some 1,000 years. This study examines how the chronicles written by Matthew Paris in the thirteenth century were recalled by sixteenth-century scholars as exempla to use against the papacy and its allies. It is argued that the use of these chronicles, especially by the historian and matyrologist John Foxe, help us to further understand the meth​odology and truth claims with which sixteenth-century historians examined their historical texts. (MedChron 7 (2011): 205-21)
Anna Seregina – Religious Controversies and History Writing in Sixteenth-Century England

The article examines sixteenth-century English chronicles and their use of religious polemics. It is focused on the ‘deposition sto​ries’: those of King John, Edward II and Richard II. It is shown that historians during the Reformation changed the interpretations of the images of medieval tyrant kings. Protestant controversialists saw the deposed monarchs as ‘proto-martyrs’ of the ‘true Church’ or, at least, as its members. There was no uniform reaction to Protestant myth-making, as the ‘deposition stories’ reveal. King Richard II was transformed into a ‘proto-Protestant’, an earnest if somewhat weak supporter of Wycliffe, but in the case of King John such a metamor​phosis did not take place, and the monarch was seen as a ‘victim of the Prelates’. As for Edward II, the scandalous nature of his sins prevented Protestant authors from using his story in their narratives of the ‘true Church before Luther’. (MedChron 7 (2011): 223-38)
Marije Pots and Erik Kooper – Arthur. A New Critical Edition of the Fifteenth-Century Middle English Verse Chronicle. (MedChron 7 (2011): 239-66)
